TOWN OF BELGRADE

BOARD OF SELECTPERSONS MEETING 

TUESDAY / MAY 10, 2016/ 6:00 P.M. / TOWN OFFICE

Convened 6:30 p.m. / Adjourned 8:40 p.m.

Officials in Attendance:

Michael Barrett, Selectman, Chair           Scott Ferguson, RSU #18 Facilities Com.

Ernest Rice, Selectperson, 

Rich McCarthy, RSU #18 Facilities Com.


Cheryl Cook, Selectperson


Rebecca Seel, RSU #18 School Bd.

Rick Damren, Selectperson

Gary Foss, Facility Maintenance/Sexton

Gary Mahler, Selectperson


 

Carrie Castonguay, Town Manager


Order of Business:
1. Rick Damren made a motion to open the meeting at 6 p.m..  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
Unfinished Business:
1. New Truck

Ernie Rice provided three quotes for a new truck. Quotes were provided from Quirk Ford for $26,116, O’Connor’s for $30,548 and Darlings for $38,349.  
Discussed was trading in the current truck to send to auction and apply the proceeds of that truck to acquiring new studded snow tires and rims.  
Gary Mahler made a motion to approve the purchase of the Ford Super Duty F-250 4 WD, regular cab truck from Quirk Ford for $26,116.00, with the funds to come from the Town’s undesignated fund as authorized by warrant article #28 of the March 2016 Town Meeting.  Rick Damren seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
Michael Barrett made a motion to approve the sale of the current town truck with the plow and to apply the proceeds of the sale towards the purchase of four new studded snow tires and new rims.  Ernest Rice seconded the motion.  CLOSED 4/0/1 AGAINST (RICK DAMREN)
Michael Barrett made a motion to approve the purchase of a Boss, 9.2 V-DXT Stainless Steel Plow from Dana Michaud for $6,079.05.  Ernest Rice seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0 
New Business:
1. Facilities Committee Update

Rich McCarthy and Scott Ferguson were both present for the update.  Rich explained that right now the committee is trying to figure out what the options are for the district’s nine facilities.  The schools each need 300 students to be considered efficient.  Currently there are only two schools that meet this requirement, Belgrade Central School with 313 students and James Bean School with 345 students.  Discussions in the committee have ranged from building a new facility to closing schools.  Their committee’s job is a fact finding committee to quench numbers and to find cost savings.  The current study shows a declining enrollment in the schools.  
2.RSU #18 Second School Warrant

The referendum for the school facilities is for violations that have not been addressed for almost twenty years with the Fire Marshall’s Office. The referendum is a bond for $340,930, which is an interest free loan, with the State of Maine forgiving up to $148,305 or 43.5%.  

Rick Damren asked School Board Representative Becky Seel, why the two warrants from RSU #18 did not both come at the same time.  Becky says she does not know why they were at different times, but at the Public Hearing in Belgrade, Gary Smith explained the bond issue and the reasons why it was needed.   She did not know what the delay was for the second warrant.  The project start date is July.  

Rich McCarthy asked if the Board was interested in a periodical update.  The Board stated that if there is some information that they should be aware of then they would like to be informed.  

A comment was provided by Scott Ferguson regarding bidding and purchasing options that are available through the state.  

Ernest Rice made a motion to approve the notice of the RSU #18 Warrant.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0

3. Municipal Warrant

Michael Barrett made a motion to approve Municipal Warrant #62 for $444,349.36.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
Updates & Announcements:
· Rick Damren provided an update for the hydro-seeing of the town office property, at 4.5 cents a square foot.

Gary Mahler made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:05 p.m.  Michael Barrett seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
Respectfully Submitted,

Mary J. Vogel, Executive Secretary to the Board of Selectpersons

