TOWN OF BELGRADE

BOARD OF SELECTPERSONS MEETING 

TUESDAY / MARCH 15, 2016/ 6:30 P.M. / TOWN OFFICE

Convened 6:30 p.m. / Executive Session 8:28 p.m. / Adjourned 9:02 p.m.

Officials in Attendance:

Ernest Rice, Selectperson, Chair

Cheryl Cook, Budget Committee 

Bruce Plourd, Selectperson

Howard Holinger, Budget Committee

Rick Damren, Selectperson

Dan MacKenzie, Fire Chief

Michael Barrett, Selectman

Bruce Galouch, Cem. Com. /Transfer St. 

Gary Mahler, Selectperson


Phil Sprague, Cemetery Com., Chair

Greg Gill, Town Manager

           Jack Sutton, Budget /Transfer St. Com.

Janet Patterson, Librarian


Loyce Hayslett, Library Trustee

Others in Attendance: Uria Pelletier, General Contractor for new Town Office, Dwight Doughty, Dave Fullbrook, Mike Burns (all from MDOT), Jason Carey, Tom Daniels, Adelaide Lalime and Tom Nadeau
Order of Business:

1. Rick Damren made a motion to open the meeting at 6:30 p.m.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
Unfinished Business:
1. MDOT – Discussion of Burgess Well

Mike Burns, Dwight Doughty and Dave Fullbrook were present from MDOT to discuss the Burgess Well and the Pinkham’s Cove Wells.  The Town signed an agreement with State of Maine MDOT to pay for 50% of the cost of the salt contaminated wells; both entities took responsibility for possible sources of contamination with the sand/salt piles being stored in proximity of the contamination.   There is a new issue with the Burgess well, recently drilled. The state is going to try to dig a shallow well with screening to see if they can achieve a lower salt content. If this works, the first well will be abandoned.  If this does not resolve the issue they will have to look into other alternatives.  

Ernest Rice stated the town’s concern is money, but the town does acknowledge the liability, he is suggesting a 1-3 liability.  

Rick Damren asked if the town’s insurance company would cover Belgrade’s portion of the claims.  

Dwight Doughty stated the total billing for the three Pinkham’s Cove Claims is $81,580, with Belgrade’s portion being $40,740.  Dwight noted the state did not charge for their billable hours in calculating the cost.  

Mike Burns stated that the state will consider talking up front if the insraunce does not cover he is willing to discuss it further.   

Dwight communicated the state is ready to go with the Gene Burgess well and would like to get it in before he gets back in the next couple of weeks.  

The Town Manager will contact MMA to see if the town’s insurance company will cover the cost of the wells and will get back to Dwight Doughty.   

2. New Town Office – Uria Pelletier

a. Uria stated he did not have any new information to report, but wanted to hear about the well recommendations.  He stated the boiler needed to get in, but the plumbers need to know what the water system is going to be.  

b.Bruce Galouch said a testing has to be done, the well pump pulled for a water test flow and he will be looking for the dissolved solids in the chloride, if it does not he will need to get a bigger system.  He cannot make a recommendation until the testing has been completed.   

Bruce Plourd made a motion to accept the proposal from Bruce Galouch for $10,580, as long as the dissolved solid testing is fewer than 2,000 after the water test flow.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
c.Donation Tree -  New Town Office

Brenda Doucette has offered to donate a Colorado Blue Spruce Tree between 4 – 6 ft. tall. She will deliver it, but it will need to be planted.

Rick Damren made a motion to accept the donation of the Colorado blue spruce from Brenda Doucette.  Bruce Plourd seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0       
D1.Treasurer’s Office Furniture  

The Town Manager explained that there is a grant available through MMA that will pay for the cost of the Treasurer’s office furniture.   

Bruce Plourd made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s office furniture, contingent that it is paid for by the MMA, minus the table and two chairs.  Rick Damren seconded the motion.  CLOSED 4/0/1 AGAINST (GARY MAHLER)
D2. Selectman’s meeting table

Rick Damren made a motion to approve the purchase of the meeting table for $6,800 from W.B. Mason.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
D3. Office Cabinets

Gary Mahler made a motion to approve the purchase of the locking office cabinets for $1,939.  Rick Damren seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
e. Telephone Services

Rick Damren made a motion to approve the proposal for telephone services for $5,592.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
f. Library Trustees – display area

The Board reviewed the proposal from the Library Trustees for a display area in the new town office.  The Selectpersons asked the Trustees to come back after the building has been opened for a month or two to allow time to see if there is enough space for a cabinet.

3. Cemetery Trust Funds

The Board reviewed the information developed by both the Budget and Cemetery Committee.  They are proposing the Board follow the recommendation on their draft policies and procedures for the Belgrade Cemetery Trust Funds as presented.  

Rick Damren made a motion to approve the policies and procedures as presented.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
The Board will discuss at another time the issue of comp time being given on the weekend for work hours over 40 hours.  

The Board discussed an amendment to the warrant article #31 to use trust fund interest and dividends in the amount of $5,290.00 to reduce the amount to be raised in the  article.  

New Business:

1.  Appointments to Boards and Committees

a. Transfer Station – Bruce Galouch

Ernest Rice made a motion to approve the reappointment of Bruce Galouch to the Transfer Station Committee.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
b. Transfer Station – Tom Daniels 

 Rick Damren made a motion to approve the appointment of Tom Daniels to the Transfer Station Committee.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
c. Planning Board – Stephen Foster

Ernest Rice made a motion to not approve the reappointment of Steve Foster to the Planning Board.  Bruce Plourd seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
d. Board of Parks & Recreation – Roger White & Dana Doran

Rick Damren made a motion to approve the reappointment of Roger White and Dana Doran to the Board of Parks & Recreation.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
e. Library Trustee – Adelaide Lalime

Rick Damren made a motion to approve the appointment of Adelaide Lalime to the Belgrade Library Board of Trustees.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
f. Fire Chief – Daniel MacKenzie 
Rick Damren made a motion to approve the reappointment of Daniel MacKenzie as Fire Chief for the Town Of Belgrade.  Gary Mahler seconded the motion. CLOSED 5/0
2. Bids

a. Fuel

Bruce Plourd made a motion to accept the bid submitted from Augusta Fuel, #2 Fuel for $1.65, LP for two years at $1.22, and diesel at $1.65.  Rick Damren seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
b. Outdoor bathroom facilities

Rick Damren made a motion to approve Central Maine Disposal for $74 per unit monthly.  Michael Barrett seconded the motion.  CLOSED 3/1 AGAINST (RICK DAMREN) / 1 ABSTAIN (ERNEST RICE)
3. Town Manager contract
Gary Mahler made a motion to approve the contract with the new town manager, Carrie Castonguay, for a six month period.  Rick Damren seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
4. Municipal Warrant 

Bruce Plourd made a motion to approve Municipal Warrant # 38 for $559,280.29.  Rick Damren seconded the motion.  CLOSED 5/0
The Board requested the town look into how the petty cash is used and to see if there was another way to cash checks for petty cash without the use of an employee’s name.

Updates & Announcements:


Two additions: Spirit of America Awards

· Wesley Day - Michael Barrett made a motion to accept the nomination of Wesley Day to receive the Spirit of America Award.  Rick Damren seconded the motion.  CLOSED  5/0
· Nicholas Alexander - Michael Barrett made a motion to accept the nomination of Nicholas Alexander to receive the Spirit of America Award.  Rick Damren seconded the motion.  CLOSED  5/0
· Ryan Galouch has resigned from the Fire Department

· A radon test was done at the current town office, the test was 28.4.  Very high, another test will be performed.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mary J. Vogel, Executive Secretary to the Board of Selectpersons  
